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DESIGNER OF STATE SEAL
George Frederick Burckhartt, designer of the Missouri state seal, to whom a bronze memorial was dedicated here Friday [9 Oct 1931].

DEDICATION OF MONUMENT FRIDAY

Bronze Memorial Erected in Honor of Three Members of Burckhartt Family Dedicated.

The Court House lawn, Fayette, Mo., was the scene of an interesting event Friday afternoon when a large crowd gathered to witness the dedication and unveiling of a bronze monument erected in memory of three members of an illustrious family long prominent in the early history of nation and state. The three: Christopher Frederick Burckhartt, a Revolutionary [War] soldier; and his two sons, George Frederick Burckhartt; designer of the Missouri State Seal and member of Missouri General Assembly, and Nicholas Selmon Burckhartt, member of the Constitution Convention of Missouri.

The west entrance of the Court House was decorated with flags in honor of the occasion and the porch served as a platform for the speakers. Directly in front of the porch were erected seats to accommodate the crowd.

Unveiling ceremonies were in charge of Warrensburg and Hannah Hull Chapter, National Society of Daughters of the American Revolution, and James Kearney Chapter, National Society United States Daughters 1812. A number of prominent speakers and descendants of these pioneers took part in the impressive rites. Officers and delegates who had been attending the state D.A.R. conference and state convention of U. S. Daughters of 1812 in Columbia, came to Fayette to attend the unveiling ceremonies.

Following the assembly call by the band of the Kemper Military School, Boonville, came the processional bearing flags and led by great, great, great grandsons, Claude Earl Burckhartt, Samuel Lee Smiser, James Melton Carpenter and Wallace Lee Talbot, Jr.

Mrs. J. A. Alsop, regent Warrensburg Chapter, D.A.R., presided. The invocation was pronounced by Mrs. Nelson of St. Louis, after which the Flag Salute was given, led by Mrs. Frank Davis, Hannah Hull Chapter, D.A.R. Children of the Fayette public school sang "America."

Prof. B. I. Lawrence, associate professor of Education in Central College gave the introduction, Dr. T. Berry Smith, professor emeritus in Central College, being unable to be present. He gave a brief sketch of those to whose memory of the memorial was erected as follow: Christopher Frederick Burckhartt 1756-1828, Eight Pennsylvania Regiment Continental Line; Committee of Observation, 1775; and First Lieutenant Militia, 1777, of Frederick County, Maryland; Interpreter for Washington, battle of Trenton; emigrated to Kentucky 1795, to St. Louis County, 1809; lived in Fort Kincaid during the war of 1812.

Christopher Frederick Burckhartt had two sons: George Frederick Burckhartt, 1782-1864, designer of Missouri State Seal, by tradition and available evidence; member Missouri General Assembly 1822-28, 1836-40; Sergeant-Major, Third Regiment, Kentucky Militia, War of 1812; engaged in Battle of Tippecanoe. Nicholas Selmon
Burckhartt, 1792-1834, member Constitutional Convention 1820; member Missouri General Assembly, House 1822-24, Senate 1824-34; president pro tem of Senate, 1830-34; First sheriff of Howard County.

Prof. Lawrence also read a poem entitled "Sons of the Pioneers" which was written by Dr. Smith for the occasion.

Mrs. G. W. Dimmitt, regent of the Howard County Chapter, D.A.R., and Mrs. Burke, of the James Kearney Chapter, U.S.D. of 1812, bought greetings and responses were given by Mrs. Howard Bailey, state regent, D.A.R., and Mrs. Howe, of the N.S.U.S.D. of 1812.

Dr. Walter Williams, president of the University of Missouri, was a distinguished guest and delivered an address on the subject "Worthy Pioneers and Their Contributions." The far-reaching vision of the pioneers and their great sacrifices in behalf of education were praised by Dr. Williams. He said in part:

"I count myself fortunate to come again in the borders of Howard County, citizens of which have always been so dear and kind to me. I feel like I am coming home always, when I come within the borders of this county, to which our commonwealth is so greatly indebted. I am happy to speak under the auspices of these particular societies, which have contributed and are contributing so much for the perpetuation of the glories of the past
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to the beauty and service of the present and the future. And particularly is it a privilege to come with you to do honor to three pioneers whose names are historical in Missouri already. The Burckhartt family is one of the older families here in Boone, Cooper, Johnson, Callaway, Randolph, and Howard counties, and that is centered and includes a good deal of the state and to which all the state is constantly debtor.

But I may not express, in the brief moments that you have courteously given to me this afternoon, the debt that we owe as citizens of Missouri today: the obligations that are ours, because of what has been done for us by those who are gone before. There is one debt, however, one obligation, which I may mention. We owe a debt to the pioneers of Missouri for the educational privileges which they
gave to their children. The old academies which they founded here and there over the state were the precursors of the colleges and universities that followed in the later years.

"'The State University State Seminary of Learning' was at its inception and for years thereafter a gift from private citizens to the commonwealth. Its location was decided by competition in which five counties engaged. Citizens of these counties, nearly a hundred years ago, subscribed $377,900 to obtain 'The Seminary of Learning" within the borders of their counties--Howard, Cooper, Cole and Callaway, with Boone, were competing. Boone County won; her citizens subscribed $117,900, a larger amount than the assessed valuation of the county. To the honor of the pioneers, be it said, every cent of the subscription was paid in full into the Public School Fund of the state. It was not until 1863, nearly thirty years afterward, that the state made an appropriation for the maintenance of the State University. During this period it was maintained by private gifts and tuition fees.

"In later years, under different conditions, the state itself has assumed as a whole, for all the taxpayers, the obligation to support all schools and colleges which are part of the State Public School System. This state support is the duty that rests upon the state for society's security and the perpetuation of the Republic. The foundations of Missouri were not laid to ignorance.

"There can be no moratorium in education. The debt we owe to our children and our commonwealth may not be deferred for payment. They must be paid now, or not at all. Today's children must be educated today, or the opportunity for their education is forever lost. It is amazing to hear the suggestion that educational support by taxation or private gifts should wait until times are better, until there is more money in our treasury. It is not adequate education more essential in the times that try men's souls when the expert leaders of men, education for leaders and for life is most desirable. Is education a luxury? The pioneers were wiser in their day--they knew better, and we are what we are in Missouri because they knew better, and acted in accordance with their knowledge."

Following Dr. Williams, address, Professor Walter H. Kyle, of the State Teachers' College, Kirksville, Mo., gave a sketch of the life of George Frederick Burckhartt, who was born on October 4, 1782, in Fredericktown, Mo., and who "not only occupied a position of enviable prestige in the counties of Chariton, Howard, and Randolph, but was a man whose influence radiated throughout the state." He said in part:

"In 1822, Mr. Burckhartt was elected to the House of Representatives from Chariton County and served on the "Committee on Internal Improvement", and the select committee on "Indian Treaties and the Extinguishment of Indian Titles." He was returned without opposition to the third General Assembly, which convened in St. Charles on Nov. 15, 1824, and adjourned Feb. 21, 1825. During the session he became very active in bringing about the reelection of David Barton to the United States Senate. . . . In recognition of his able leadership his constituents returned him to the Fourth General Assembly where he devoted much of his time in securing legislation for the development and improvement of the "roads and highways" of the young State of Missouri. Mr. Burckhartt did not seek reelection in 1828, for a movement had already been started to form a new county out of the eastern part of Chariton County where he had resided since 1821. He was one of the leaders of the movement. On January 22, 1829, Randolph County was organized as a result of several years agitation.

Later Mr. Burckhartt was very active in perfecting an organization of the Whig party and in 1838 the Whigs made a desperate effort to place the county in the Whig column. After a spirited canvass Mr. Burckhartt was victorious in being elected the first Whig to the legislature from Randolph County. At the August election of 1840 he was reelected by a majority larger than in 1838. Doubtless this was due to his personal popularity. With one exception he carried to victory the entire Whig county ticket. In 1840 the Whig party scored their first complete victory in the history of Randolph County. This marks the culmination of the astute political leadership of Mr. Burckhartt.

The Eleventh General Assembly met November 16, 1840, and adjourned on Feb 16, 1841. During this session he became one of the leaders of his party, serving as chairman of the Committee on Public Salines, and a member of the important Committee on Public Printing, besides various select committees. After retiring from the legislature in 1842, he continued to be active in the council of the Whig party until its disintegration in 1852.

Mr. Burckhartt spent his last few years at New Franklin, Howard County, where he died March 29, 1864. He had reached the ripe old age of eighty-two. He was taken overland to Huntsville, where he lay in state at Judge George Hobbs Burckhartt's residence and the following day taken to Old Milton and buried beside his wife on the "Burckhartt Homestead" on a hill covered with primeval oaks.

A simple marble slab marked for years the grave of this all but forgotten pioneer who was active in helping to lay well the foundation of the commonwealth of Missouri in its early statehood, a teacher, a soldier, a pioneer, a legislator, a judge, a patriot, a public spirited citizen, and a Christian gentleman was the record of George Frederick Burckhartt.

A paper entitled "The Case for George Frederick Burckhartt as Designer of the Great Seal of Missouri" which had been prepared by Dr. C. H. McClure, head of the History Department, State Teachers' College, Kirksville, was read by his daughter, Miss Mildred McClure. Dr. McClure was unable to be present on account of illness. Elsewhere in this issue will be found the text of his paper.

Mrs. A. Lee Smiser, of Warrensburg, a descendant, was in charge of the introduction of descendants. Christopher Frederick Burckhartt, the Revolutionary soldier, came from Maryland. He was the father of fifteen children. There were present some four or five lines of descendants as their names were called, they were asked to stand.

Omar D. Gray, of Columbia, a Burckhartt descendant, gave a brief talk in memory of Christopher Frederick Burckhartt, who was born in Frederick County, Maryland, in 1756, and died in 1826. His father, George Henry Burckhartt, was born in the same county, same state. Christopher with three brothers, John, George and Daniel, served in the War of the Revolution. Christopher gave service as a member of the Committee of Observation. He was also Lieutenant of Militia of Frederick County, later joining the Eight Pennsylvania Regiment Continental Line in 1778.

In 1809 he came to St. Louis County and moved to the Boon's Lick country in 1811. He helped to build Fort Kincaid and Fort Hempstead, living in the former until 1815.

Owing to lack of time Mr. Gray did not not give his paper as prepared, and C. F. Ridings, of Hamilton, Mo., who was to have presented "George Frederick Burckhartt, officer of the War of 1812," also did not give his paper. Mr. Ridings is a great, great grandson of Geo. F. Burckhartt.

Frederick Burckhartt Miller gave a brief sketch of Nicholas Selmon Burckhartt, member of the Constitutional Convention of 1820. This Burckhartt was a brother of George Frederick. He was one of the members of the Constitutional Convention of 1820, and had much to do with the Missouri Constitution and the early laws. He was sheriff of Howard County in 1816 when Missouri was a territory. In 1822 after Missouri became a state he was elected to the General Assembly and served two terms. Afterwards, in 1824, he was elected to the Senate and served to the time of his death.

Following the addresses the descendants followed the flag bearers and great, great, great grand-daughters to the monument which is in the northwest corner of the Court House yard. Here the beautiful unveiling ceremony took place. The veil was lifted from the monument by the four great, great, great granddaughters and the wreath was placed by the great granddaughter, Ms. George Ella Burckhartt Miller.

The Rev. Dr. E. H. Eckles, Christ Church, Episcopal, Warrensburg, gave the prayer of dedication.

Taps and the recessional by the Kempter Band concluded the ceremonies.
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